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AN IMPORTANT CHANGE IN ORGANIZATION 

The readers of the Biblical World do not need to be introduced to the 
work of the American Institute of Sacred Literature. The Biblical World, 
under the name of the Old Testament Student, and the Institute of Sacred 
Literature, under the name of the Institute of Hebrew, both intended to 
further the same general work, were born simultaneously of the same 
impulse and under the same immediate leadership, twenty-five years ago. 
From time to time there have been changes in each of these agencies; 
these were, however, changes in form, not in policy, intended the better 
to adapt each or both to the needs of the hour, and always in the general 
direction of the promotion of a wider, more accurate, and more useful 
study of the Bible. 

Thirteen years ago the publication of the Biblical World was assumed 
by The University of Chicago, the work of the Institute continuing, how- 
ever, independently. The Council of Seventy, composed of biblical teachers 
in the leading colleges and seminaries throughout the country, acting as 
a governing board, has carried on the work since 1896. The supervision 
of the Institute has been from the beginning in the hands of its founder. 

The Institute has known many years of financial struggle, carrying on 
its work without endowment, and frequently at heavy expense to its friends, 
since the "good of the cause" was the only excuse for much of its expendi- 
tureii' Such plans as that of a "Universal Sunday School Examination" 
and the "Bible Study Sunday" involved the employment of thousands of 
dollars with very little return in money. But it is through just such move- 
ments as these that a more general interest in Bible study and an increasing 
demand for the best literature on biblical subjects have been created. 

The inductive method was first applied to the popular study of the 
Bible by the Institute, and large sums of money were expended in the pro- 
motion of this method. It was in the governing Council of the Institute 
also that the movement began for the organization of the Religious Educa- 
tion Association, a body which promises to eclipse its parent in influence 
and power. 

The Institute is now about to enter upon a new era, one which it is 
hoped will greatly widen its field of practical usefulness. With the unani- 
mous consent and approval of the Council of Seventy, and after liberal 
contributions from friends for payment of its debts, the Institute has been 
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incorporated in The University of Chicago by a vote of its Trustees, and 
with a clean financial slate now looks forward to a growing work in the 
same lines along which it has achieved its present prestige. A small 
endowment fund has been created — too small to make any considerable 
contribution to the work of the immediate future, yet providing a beginning 
to which additions can be made, and to which early contributions are greatly 
to be desired. 

The Institute will be known as the Institute of Sacred Literature of The 
University of Chicago, 1 and will be an organic part of the University. 
The Council of Seventy, representing as it does all denominations and 
many educational institutions, will continue as an advisory board. 

The work for the coming year will include as heretofore correspondence 
courses in Hebrew, New Testament Greek, and the English Bible, sixteen 
in number; two Sunday-School Teacher-Training Courses in Biblical Intro- 
duction, one for teachers of children, and one for teachers of adults; a 
Course in Religious Pedagogy, and a course in Kindergarten Work in the 
Sunday School. In order to meet the need of those teachers who wish to 
take these Teacher-Training courses, but find themselves financially unable, 
the University will establish $5 scholarships to be contributed by churches 
or individuals, the appointments to these scholarships being made by the 
giver or the University, according to the wish of the donor. 

The six outline study courses for the individual, and for class work 
will be continued, the subjects being: The Life of Christ, The Founding 
of the Christian Church, The Foreshadowings of the Christ, The Work of 
the Old Testament Sages, The Social and Ethical Teachings of Jesus, and 
The Work of the Old Testament Priests. 

With the help of the facilities of the publishing and book-selling depart- 
ments of The University of Chicago Press, a new impetus will be given to 
the professional reading courses. A full syllabus of each of the sixteen 
courses will be prepared, special courses being emphasized each year in 
order that books and magazines may be provided at lower rates. 

A new departure will be made in a general Religious Education reading 
course for laymen, Sunday-school teachers, parents, and others interested 
in the religious education of young or old, in the home, the church, and 
the Sunday school. 2 In the popularization of this course the Religious 
Education Association will co-operate. The general purpose of the course 

1 All correspondence should be addressed to The Institute of Sacred Litera- 
ture, The University or Chicago, Chicago. 111. 

2 Detailed announcement of this course will be published in the September Biblical 
World. 
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will be to acquaint the public with the new non-technical works of special 
value to those who are interested in the subject of religious education, and 
to suggest at the same time a special line of reading in the Bible itself. 
Because of the enlargement of the reading-course element in the work of 
the Institute, the library facilities will be increased, and a system of loaning 
books, with the privilege of purchase, through the University Library, will 
be established. 

The question will be raised in the minds of many: what is to be the 
policy and point of view of the Institute in its new relation as a part of the 
University of Chicago ? We quote from a statement of the platform of 
the Council of Seventy: "The Council is organized in the belief that the 
Bible is a unique revelation from God, and strives in a constructive spirit 
to investigate its teachings and extend its influence among the people. 
The position occupied by the Council is altogether evangelical." This 
will remain in the future, as it has been in the past, the platform of the 
Institute. With the Council of Seventy have been associated one hundred 
and fifty leading laymen and clergymen, whose names appear upon many 
lists of evangelical workers in other fields. The Institute seeks, not to 
circulate "views," but to teach people to read and study the Bible for 
themselves, through the best mediums and by the best methods. In the 
years that are past, tens of thousands of people of all shades of belief, from 
all religious denominations, and from all sections of the world, have borne 
witness to the helpful character of the Institute courses. These courses 
remain under the same supervision, with the addition of others equally 
valuable. The working facilities of the Institute are greatly increased, and 
the permanency of the work is insured by being made a part of the Exten- 
sion work of a firmly established university. Ministers and laymen, what- 
ever their views, will find it to their advantage to acquaint themselves fully 
with the opportunities offered by this institution. 



